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 Erlangen, Germany, Jan 16, 2026  

 

Siemens Healthineers Receives Funding for Maternal Health AI 
 

• Support from Gates Foundation to screen specific pregnancy complications in low-resource settings 

• AI trained on blood data from universally mandated prenatal tests; no additional procedures or costs 

• Aim for AI-driven risk stratification to reduce burden on labs, enable timely interventions  

 

Siemens Healthineers, with funding from the Gates Foundation, plans to develop artificial intelligence (AI) 

to enable earlier prediction of pre-eclampsia and anemia, conditions that kill over a half million women and 

children each year and leave millions more in diminished health. The aim is to reduce laboratory burden in 

low-resource settings while enabling timely clinical interventions that improve maternal health outcomes 

and save lives. 

Machine learning approaches will leverage complete blood count (CBC) data1, alongside relevant patient 

metadata, to improve screening and risk stratification for pregnancy-related health conditions in low-

resource environments. The resulting models will be used to derive an integrated maternal health score to 

support clinical decision-making and early risk intervention.  

“Healthcare AI will greatly contribute to predicting outcomes rather than just reacting to symptoms,” said 

Siemens Healthineers CEO Bernd Montag. “I am excited about this effort to make early diagnosis not just a 

possibility, but a scalable standard for women and children everywhere.”  

This initiative builds on the work Siemens Healthineers is doing to close the gender health gap. Women 

spend a quarter more of their lives in poor health than men which burdens families, communities and 

economies2. 

An in-kind technical contribution from Siemens Healthineers, supported by a grant from the Gates 

Foundation, will be used to develop and validate machine-learning models alongside partners in the Global 

South that can be deployed in low-resource settings. CBC and patient metadata such as ferritin levels will be 

used to build models to create a maternal health score for risk of pre-eclampsia and to flag anemia. Pre-

 

1 Also called full blood count (FBC) 
2 McKinsey Health Institute 

https://www.mckinsey.com/mhi/our-insights/closing-the-womens-health-gap-a-1-trillion-dollar-opportunity-to-improve-lives-and-economies
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eclampsia causes more than 76,000 maternal and 500,000 perinatal deaths a year3, with by far the highest 

burden in low- and middle-income countries4. Anemia is estimated to affect half a billion women 15-29 

years of age and 269 million children 6-59 months of age worldwide5. It is preventable and treatable and is 

four times more prevalent among women of reproductive age in developing countries than in developed 

ones, according to the WHO6. Since complete blood count (CBC) tests are routinely prescribed and 

commonly performed as part of prenatal care, the proposed models will be trained using data from these 

existing, standard-of-care laboratory tests, eliminating the need for additional testing or added cost. 

Siemens Healthineers will publish results on the validity of the algorithms and their use in healthcare 

settings at the conclusion of the project.  
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Subscribe to our “Medtech matters” newsletter on LinkedIn. 

 

Siemens Healthineers pioneers breakthroughs in healthcare. For everyone. Everywhere. Sustainably. The company is a global provider of healthcare 

equipment, solutions and services, with activities in more than 180 countries and direct representation in more than 70. The group comprises 

Siemens Healthineers AG, listed as SHL in Frankfurt, Germany, and its subsidiaries. As a leading medical technology company, Siemens Healthineers 

is committed to improving access to healthcare for underserved communities worldwide and is striving to overcome the most threatening diseases. 

The company is principally active in the areas of imaging, diagnostics, cancer care and minimally invasive therapies, augmented by digital technology 

and artificial intelligence. In fiscal 2025, which ended on September 30, 2025, Siemens Healthineers had approximately 74,000 employees 

worldwide and generated revenue of around €23.4 billion. Further information is available at siemens-healthineers.com. 

 

 

3 UNITAID, 2024 
4 WHO Pre-eclampsia; Peter von Dadelszen et al. (2021) Management of Preeclampsia in Low- and Middle Income Countries: Lessons to Date, and 
Questions Arising, from the PRE-EMPT and Related Initiatives 
5 WHO Anaemia 
6 WHO Anaemia 
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